
Spring at last! It's been lovely to walk up to Brookmans Park in the sunshine through fields full of 
sheep again. Flowers are appearing, the trees are budding and at last the cold of winter is behind us. 
New life is appearing everywhere and the world feels a friendlier place again.

I am also looking forward to some notable “firsts” in my ministry. I feel myself privileged to be 
presiding at the wedding of Ben and Kathryn in our church in May and to be baptising two of their 
children at the same time. This will be my first wedding and my first baptisms since I was ordained 
and so it will be a big day for me, although not as big as for them, of course.

These new beginnings and firsts are a good place to begin planning what I hope will be a very joyful 
celebration of the past, present and future of our congregation. This year is our seventieth 
anniversary and we plan to mark this with a number of events. The centrepiece is the weekend of 
October 5-6 when we hope to have a small exhibition in the church on the Saturday combined with 
a coffee morning and a fish and chip supper in the evening with a forties theme. Our service on the 
Sunday will celebrate 70 years of witness and service. I hope to involve other groups with a 
connection to our community and building in remembering the history of the village over the very 
eventful years our congregation has been here.

I also look forward to finding and making opportunities to share and to hear the stories we all have 
of our involvement with the church here in Brookmans Park and the way in which it has developed 
and changed over those years, the difference it has made and the people who have defined and 
served it. 

Our three scheduled Messy Church sessions have now been completed and I would thank again all 
those who have helped out. It has been a great pleasure to me to be part of these events and I've 
greatly enjoyed getting to know the families that have attended. I would like to carry on with some 
events for them and will be exploring what would be best. The chance to tell Bible stories in 
different ways has been great and if anyone wants a sample on Sunday morning just let me know!

Finally I can't finish this letter without saying how much I am anticipating the ordination of Norma, 
our estimable editor, as an elder of our congregation and how great a pleasure it has been to 
welcome her and to welcome Avril back to our elders' meeting

with all best wishes 

Nick


