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Introduction
This congregation existed as a since 
1943. In that time it has occupied three 
buildings and enriched the lives of many 
residents of the village. This exhibition 
tells part of the story of those 70 years.
 
It also tries to convey something of what 
the church still offers to the village, 
through its continuing presence as a 
worshipping community and by the 
variety of activities made possible by its 
building
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Brookmans Park: a new settlement
Brookmans Park has existed only since 
the 1920s. Before that time what is now 
the village was mostly the estate of 
Brookmans Manor, a large house 
occupying the site of the Golf Club.

When the house burnt down in 1891 the  
family that owned it did not rebuild and 
finally in 1923 sold to a developer. The 
railway company was persuaded by the 
developer to build a station, completed in 
1926 and so a new village was created 
from the ashes of the manor.

Further development continued through 
the 1930s with a major expansion taking 
place in the period immediately after the 
Second World War.

So, in the 40's and 50's this was a "new 
village" into which people were moving.
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Early Days of the Church
At that time Brookmans Park had no 
church of its own, the parish being served 
by St Mary's North Mymms. Among the 
new inhabitants of the new village were 
the families of George Hoy and Bob 
Draper, who had both belonged to 
Ponders End Congregational Church. Mr 
Hoy (with Mr Draper's help) decided to 
set up a Sunday School for children in the 
hamlet, including many evacuees, at first 
in their homes then in a squash court.

As numbers grew they rented a shop on 
the village green, in which a nursery also 
ran.

Finally in 1943 sufficient people had 
gathered around these pioneers to 
enable a new congregation to be formed 
and to be recognised by the 
Congregational Union.
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The birth of the church
The "church in a shop" was a success. Its 
15 members saw the Sunday School 
grow from 40 in 1943 to 65 in 1948. They 
decided that they needed a permanent 
building of their own.

To this end they acquired both the site 
where the present church is located and 
an ex-RAF Nissen Hut. A condition of 
their taking ownership of the hut was that 
it must be dismantled and re-assembled 
by volunteer labour, and so the men of 
the church set to work. The hut was 
ready by April 1948 and so the church in 
a shop became a church in a hut.

The hut and the 1950s
The hut was always intended to be a 
temporary home but did provide a 
valuable base for the congregation. The 
15 members who moved in in 1948 were 
joined during the 1950s expansion of 
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Brookmans Park to number 60 by 1961.

This growing church set out to raise the 
funds for a more substantial and 
permanent building and their Christmas 
Fairs, jumble sales, theatrical productions 
and other activities were a key part of 
village life during this period. 

In 1954 the "manse" (home for the 
minister) was completed and the 
congregation's first minister, Stanley 
Sexton, moved in.

In November 1960 the new building had 
been completed and a new period began.
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The new church building, 1960s
Through the 1960s the congregation's 
membership continued to increase, 
reaching a peak figure of 145 in 1970.

The growth was reflected in a widening 
range of activities. The (young) wives 
group flourished, providing a valuable 
forum for friendship and support as the 
new people moving to the village 
established their families.

Theatrical productions on the excellent 
stage of the new building were a key part 
of our life. A youth group flourished with 
the support of Mr Sexton and successors 
Mr Kirk and Mr Godfrey. A tradition of art 
exhibitions began in 1963.

A close link with the Guiding movement 
was forged and remains part of our life 
today.
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The 1970s and 1980s
The formation of the URC in 1972 as a 
union of two churches was part of a move 
towards Christian unity which saw the 
creation of Churches Together in North 
Mymms in 1975. This cooperation of the 
URC, Church of England and Catholic 
Church has been a key part of our life 
ever since.

One fruit of this was the Carers Group 
which allowed full time carers to have a 
break knowing their loved ones were safe 
and happy from 1986 to 2012.Youth 
groups continued to be a key part of the 
congregation throughout this period as 
did theatrical productions, especially the 
much loved pantomimes. House groups 
in which members gathered to discuss 
their faith and discipleship were also run. 
Membership at the end of the 80s stood 
at 80.
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Youth in the church
This exhibition reflects the extent to which 
young people, from the origin in the 
1940s Sunday School to the youth 
groups of the 1980s, were central to the 
life of Brookmans Park Congregational 
Church and Brookmans Park URC.

It has been a feature of British church life 
over the last 3 or 4 decades that young 
people have largely drifted away from the 
old churches. Many of them have lost 
contact with Christianity altogether and 
those who have not have often been 
attracted to its newer expressions, often 
in the charismatic movement.

In this exhibition we celebrate the service 
the church and the young people of the 
village have given to one another and the 
continuing importance of faith in the lives 
of many who first experienced it through 
our youth ministries.
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Our overseas links
As a congregation we are very committed 
to and proud of our connections with 
those in need in other parts of the world. 
We have special links to Nepal and to the 
Philippines through the International 
Nepal Fellowship and the Asian Students 
Christian Trust. In Nepal we have long 
raised money to support various projects 
and recently hospital beds and we 
continue to do so in a variety of ways.

Partner and tenants
Good Neighbours and the Craft Group 
are valuable opportunities to meet.
Our long-running Pramsters sessions are 
now run by Great Woods Children's 
Centre, who provide a wonderful service.
We host the Women's Institute, the 
Workers Educational Association, the 
Greenbelt Society, yoga, pilates and 
karate lessons, the local history society 
and Musical Teapots.
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Future Plans
We remain committed to witnessing to 
the good news of God's love for all and to 
serving our community in every way we 
can.

We are delighted to welcome amongst us 
our German intern Miss Carolin Kaiser 
who is with us for a year to work both with 
us and with Act4, a Potters Bar based 
charity that takes assemblies into primary 
schools. Carolin will be working with both 
us and St Mary's to build links with local 
children's groups and to run "Messy 
Church" sessions introducing children 
and their families to Christian stories 
through crafts, songs and games.

We look forward to reviving the art 
exhibition tradition in Spring 2014, 
working in partnership with St Mary's and 
with the art department at Chancellor's.
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Appendices
These appendices give brief biographical sketches of some long-standing members of our 
congregation and provide some flavour of our life together. They are part of a series running 
in our church magazine which will continue over the coming months.

Appendix 1: biographical sketch of Mrs Jean Budd

Mrs Jean Budd moved to Brookmans Park on her marriage in 1955, having previously resided in 
Crouch End, North London. Her husband, a Methodist, soon became a member of the 
Congregational Church that had been established in the village in 1943, and which by 1955 was 
worshipping in “The Hut”, a Nissen Hut that was the congregation's first independent home, put up 
in 1948 following its earlier meetings in a shop on the green.

Jean herself was not a regular attender at the church in the 1950s and 1960s. Her many 
responsibilities as a wife and the mother of two young children meant that her support for the 
church came in other ways. Her husband and her daughter continued to be members of the church 
and Sunday School respectively but Jean and her son had a less immediate connection.

She does, though, remember with affection the many events that surrounded the church. Fund 
raising for the present building, completed in 1960, was an important part of church (and village) 
life in the late '50s and the celebration of the opening of the building an important and memorable 
occasion.

When Mr Budd died in the 1970s Jean was drawn to the regular meetings in which religious issues 
were discussed and fellowship developed in the church. The then minister, Mr Douglas Godfrey, 
had been a firm friend of her husband's and Jean, in helping him with some typing found herself 
attracted to one of the discussion groups described.

She soon found herself helping with the Sunday School, and was rarely, in those years, to sit 
through a whole service. Like many others she learned an enormous amount about the Bible and 
about her own relationship with God through preparing and giving lessons to children and holds in 
great affection those who she taught and those she worked alongside.

On notable Palm Sunday remains particularly vivid. The wife of Mr Geoffrey Satchell, who was 
then the minister, had some palms for the children to wave but unfortunately they were old and dry 
so that when, at the end of the service, the children threw themselves into their part with enthusiasm 
the whole church was soon filled with small fragments of palm leaf. 

Appendix 2: biographical sketch of Mr Jack Whitelam

Jack Whitelam was born in Brookmans Park in the late 1930s and has lived in the village his whole 
life. His parents met when both were working in the offices of a railway company between the two 
World Wars and when the second war came his father joined the Royal Engineers where the skills 
he had developed in his pre-war work were put to us in the railway operations of the army.

Tragically Jack's father was killed in the 1946 Potters Bar railway crash just weeks before he was 
due to leave the army and return home. This meant that Jack was brought up by his mother alone, 
although her parents, who lived at New Southgate, were able to help.
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He went to Potters Bar High School, and then, when it opened, to Lochinver House School and then 
on to the Mercer's School in the City. He remembers his grandfather going with him on his first day 
to help him find his way to its site in Holborn, after which Jack became a young independent 
commuter.

On leaving school he immediately joined the British Electrical Authority, which had been created in 
1947 to operate the National Grid and to take over the operation of the 600 small power companies 
which had previously been responsible for the generation of electricity to serve their local 
communities. Local power stations included one at Letchworth which served the two Garden Cities 
and which was only very loosely connected to National Grid, and which was the site of part of 
Jack's training as an apprentice and St Neot's.

When he finished his apprenticeship he switched from generation to transmission and worked as an 
electrical engineer on the national power transmission network until he finally retired 5 years ago, 
having been part time at St John's Wood for 5 years before that, where he was needed to maintain an 
old but vital part of the network which was being replaced and which required the attention of 
someone who knew it well to keep it running until the new one was complete.

Alongside this professional career ran a long connection to our church. Indeed Jack can claim to 
have been part of our church even before there was a church to be part of. He attended the Sunday 
School on Moffats Lane before the recognition of Brookmans Park as a congregation by the Union. 
He has no clear memory of those earliest days but he does remember the "church in a shop", with its 
harmonium, its coconut matting and its red folding chairs. He remembers the tables for the nursery 
school which occupied the premises during the week sitting in the lobby and can identify two 
wooden table that are still in the Community Room as having belonged to that nursery.

He remembers with affection Brookmans Park's first minister, Stanley Sexton, who hosted a youth 
group in the new (1953) manse on Sunday evenings, when, as Jack says, they would tear apart Revd 
Sexton's sermon from the morning! At that time the chapel of ease (St Michael's) on Moffats Lane 
was still being used by St Mary's and a successful Anglican youth group was run from there. The 
two groups were on very good terms and regularly shared fellowship and activities, with some of 
them even attending the Sunday sessions at our manse.

Jack's skills as an electrical engineer were put to good use, especially in the theatricals and 
especially the pantomimes, which provide some of Jack's fondest memories of his church life. He 
was in charge of the lighting, which came to be of a quite professional standard with the installation 
of equipment given to us by Chancellor's. 

In latter years he has taken over the operation of our sound system and provides a valuable service 
in the production and distribution of cassette tapes of services to housebound members.

Over the 50 years of his membership he says that the church has become a "nice habit", simply part 
of who he is and what he does. This habit of his provides us with a living connection to our very 
earliest days and the work Jack does is important to us in maintaining our mission here.

Appendix 3: biographical sketch of Mrs Mary Biggs

When Mary and her husband Ralph moved from Oakwood to Brookmans Park in 1966 the 
minister of Oakwood Baptist Church, where they were members, told them they should join 
Brookmans Park URC, where Mary's brother was a deacon, rather than look for a Baptist 
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church further away. Mary has been with us ever since, although she remains, as she told me 
when I preached with a view, a Baptist by conviction. Indeed one of her happiest memories 
from her time with us is the baptism of her son Laurence at Potters Bar Baptist Church 
where it was possible for him to undergo believer's baptism by full immersion in their 
baptistery.

During that time Mary has been central to many aspects of the life of our community but the 
two that stand out most are her involvement with guiding and the Nepal Friendship Link 
(although hitting the winning runs in one of the annual cricket matches with Potters Bar 
URC must also be mentioned as a highlight).

Her guiding activities with us began in 1968 when the retirement of one the Brownie leaders 
led to the then minister to ask Mary to step into the breech. Little did she know that this was 
the start of a 25 year “career” in which she would lead both Brownie and Guide groups, start 
the Rainbows while District Commissioner, and perhaps most memorably attend Catholic 
mass in an American prison.

Many in our congregation will remember with pleasure, as Mary does, the monthly parade 
services that brought so many young people into the church, especially in the days when 
“closed” packs required church connections to allow them to join. These continued until the 
early years of this century and are missed by all. As a guiding leader Mary twice took 
groups on exchange visits to groups in the US, which was where her experience of the 
prison system was gained (as, I hasten to point out, a visitor not an inmate, with her hosts 
who visited as part of their commitment to Christ).

The Nepal connection began when Ralph persuaded Mary to go trekking there for their 
silver anniversary (“they carry your tent for you AND put it up every night”). While there 
they came across the missionary run Shining Hospital (named for its metal roof which 
catches the light) and saw an advert in Buzz Magazine asking for support for it. So began a 
long and fruitful connection, which has included, among other highlights, Gurkha taking 
part in the sports day at Brookmans Park Primary School. It emerged that our congregation 
had a former member, Dr. Pamela Dobson, who served as a missionary in Nepal, so the link 
goes back beyond Mary's wonderful years of support for this work.

These two key areas only scratch the surface of what she has given, though. Many will be 
aware of her dedicated friendship and assistance to many who need it. She has led Bible 
study groups. She and Ralph were crucial in the afternoon services that the church offered in 
Wellham Green for many years. The Churches Together week of Celebration of Faith 
depended on her hospitality to the visiting URC minister, John Johansenburg. She is a 
longstanding elder. She and her children were central to the series of youth fellowships 
(Table Fellowship, New Commandment Fellowship) that were so important in church life 
into the early 1980s. She was a prime mover in the experiment with the Alpha Course in the 
1990s (the ending of which remains a matter deep regret for her). It was Mary that kept up 
our link with Spring Harvest until the division with New Word Alive in 2008.

What an amazing contribution from someone who has always retained her Baptist roots and 
remains slightly disappointed by the URC's relative lack of evangelical commitment 
(although Mary continues to support GEAR, the Group for Evangelism and Renewal within 
the URC). We are all deeply indebted to her, although as she points out she has been 
handsomely rewarded by the rich friendship that she has been granted as part of our 
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fellowship, and of course the love and support of her late husband Ralph (with whom her 
meeting was an answer to her prayers, another wonderful story in itself) was a vital 
foundation for the whole of her life, at the core of which was their shared love of and 
obedience to Jesus Christ, Lord and Redeemer. 

Appendix 4: biographical sketch of Mrs Peggy Gowland

Mrs Peggy Gowland was born in Charlton, south London, married in Filey, North Yorkshire 
and has lived in Brookmans Park for nearly 60 years. She was named for her aunt, Peggy 
Bayfield, star of screen and stage and glamorous model in the 1920s. Her garage used to 
house the Gowland Jenny Wren, an aeroplane built at home and flown by her husband 
George William (“Jack”) Gowland, which can now be found at the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Aviation Museum, Flixton near Bungay in Suffolk. She has delivered things to Buckingham 
Palace. She has danced at the Tower of London. Her children and grandchildren have flown 
south, allowing Peggy to spend her winters in Gran Canaria. In the course of this amazing 
life she has found time to be a key member of our church team by acting as lettings 
secretary for many years before handing over the keys to the kingdom (or anyway our 
church building) to Rita Robertson. What an amazing story!

Peggy was born and attended Sunday School in South London before the Second World 
War. On leaving school she went to work at a shop in the famous Burlington Arcade where 
members of the Royal Family were regular customers. They, naturally, did not carry their 
purchases away and one of Peggy's jobs was to take them to the Palace. There she would 
knock on the door and hand over the parcels. 

During the war the Arcade was bombed and as a result there was a prolonged closure of the 
shop. Peggy was advised that she should find other work and she was soon working in the 
office of the White Lion Laundry near Blackheath. During the war much of the laundry's 
demand was from units of the armed services stationed in and around the area. Peggy 
particularly remembers taking invoices to the grand buildings of the Naval College at 
Greenwich, where she would often be given a bar of precious chocolate for her trouble (and 
no doubt in tribute to her charming smile).

She and the other girls in the office often crossed the river to attend dances held on Friday 
nights by the garrison in the Tower where a Scottish regiment was stationed. When an air 
raid took place during these they had to rush off as soon as the warning sounded. Tower 
Bridge was raised during raids so that it wasn't left blocking the river if it was damaged, 
disrupting the vital flow of goods.

One day a lorry delivered some washing for an army unit. Peggy spoke briefly to the driver 
when he came into the office with a question. That evening when she left work that driver 
was waiting in a smaller van to offer her a lift home. That driver was Jack Gowland. Peggy 
and Jack married during the war and were devoted to one another until his death 9 years 
ago.

He was a Yorkshireman, from Filey on the coast near Scarborough, where his parents had a 
fish and chip shop. They were married in Filey and lived there during the early years of the 
life together. Jack, though, was crazy about aeroplanes and they moved south for his work in 
the plane building industry, arriving in Brookmans Park in 1954 (their northern removal 
men thought their house on Bluebridge Road was “like a doll's house).
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Peggy and the children very soon started attending the church in the Hut but Jack, a keen 
singer, was drawn to join the congregation and the choir at St Mary's North Mimms. The 
Gowland household were thus trailblazers in the closer relationships between the churches 
through Churches Together that is now so important a part of our life!

Jack built the Jenny Wren (a unique variant of the Luton Minor) in their back garden and 
flew it from Panshanger. Peggy herself never went up in it but one of her daughters did! It 
resided in her garage for some years but the steady flow of visitors wanting to look at it 
eventually persuaded her to let it go to the museum at Flixton, where it can still be seen.

When the new building opened in 1960 it soon became clear that its rooms were a resource 
the village (or hamlet) had badly needed. A stream of people came asking whether they 
could use them for a wide range of activities. There were dancers, there was the blood 
transfusion service, there were youth and children's groups, and this continues to this day, 
when we host the WI, the WEA, the Brownies and Rainbows, yoga and pilates, Pramsters 
and Musical Teapots, the local history and green belt societies, Good Neighbours and 
community lunches, karate, and the parish council. Peggy gave people the keys and 
collected their rents, taking it to Ian Robertson who remains our treasurer.

In addition to this Peggy undertook a number of other duties in the church. She taught in the 
Sunday School, she was a reader in worship, she took her turn at saying a prayer for the 
minister in the vestry before the service began and she prepared the communion bread and 
wine. 

Peggy's two daughters, Gillian and Helena (named for Peggy Bayfield's daughter) and their 
children are a source of pride and joy to her today, although a shadow is cast by the tragic 
loss of the middle of her three girls, Susan, tragically killed young in a road accident. A 
memorial to Susan Gowland was bought by the Gowlands and remains in our church.

This eventful life, full of incident and interest, offers us a perspective on the extraordinary 
period of history our church has existed in and the variety and complexity of the individual 
stories that weave together to form its story. It is itself a part of the great ongoing story of 
the Church and of the world within which the Church is placed. In all of it God's presence 
abides and sustains, through good times and bad, through triumph and tragedy, until the 
Kingdom comes.
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